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October 17, 1997

Mr. Kevin Mayer
USEPARegionIXSFD7
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Subject: San Gabriel Perchlorate Coordinating Team

Dear Mr. Mayer:

With the recent development of refined testing methods, several wells in the Main San Gabriel Basin
were found to be degraded with perchlorate (as ammonium perchlorate), a chemical used in the
manufacturing of rocket fuel. In high concentrations, perchlorate can interfere with the thyroid
glands' ability to utilize iodine to produce thyroid hormones; it has also been given to medical
patients to treat hyperactive thyroid glands (Graves' disease). Although no federal or state drinking
water standard exists, the California Department of Health Services has set a.provisional action level
of 18 parts per billion for perchlorate, necessitating the closure of several active production wells
in the Main Basin.

The Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster has already conducted basinwide testing and has initiated
actions to address this problem. Because perchlorate contamination has been discovered in many
areas of California and Nevada, a San Gabriel Perchlorate Coordinating Team is being established
as a forum to share information, to preclude unneeded research and to seek assistance from the
regulatory agencies. You (or your representative) are invited to attend and participate in the initial
team meeting which will be held on Tuesday, October 28,1997 at 1:15 p.m. at

City of Azusa Light & Water Building
Main Conference Room
729 North Azusa Avenue
Azusa, CA 91702

We look forward to your participation in addressing the perchlorate contamination problem. If you
have any questions regarding this meeting, please call me or Rick Sase at (626) 815-1300.

Sincerely,

Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster
C

Carol Williams
Executive Officer
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